SERPAS, SYLVIA
Sylvia is a 79-year-old woman who has been certified for hospice care with diagnosis of colon cancer. She is 79 years old as I mentioned. She has a colostomy, nephrostomy in place because of metastatic disease. She requires nephrostomy changes every three months. She has a KPS score of 40% now. Her disability has continued to the point that she has a very little appetite. She requires a walker to ambulate, but she is not using that very much. She is having pain because of her cancer, because of her neuropathy. Her husband Richard is her caregiver. She requires turning in bed every two hours to reduce the chance of developing pressure ulcers. Decreased appetite and child-like consumption of her meals have lead to weight loss of at least 4 pounds; now, she only weighs 97%. She is overall weak and, as I mentioned, no longer able to ambulate. She is bedbound. Her condition has definitely worsened since last certification and the patient requires pain medication as well. Overall, prognosis is poor. The patient remains hospice appropriate, most likely has less than six months to live.
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